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Tell us about your approach to 
design. Transitional design is a  
big buzzword, and it’s the essence 
of what we do. I don’t really set 
any rules for myself.

How do you source items for your 
private collection? We gravitate 
toward furniture and accessories 
that are authentic, well-made and 
stand the test of time. In my office, 

I have throw pillows made from  
a friend’s old fur coat, wallpaper 
from France and a travertine  
table I bought online. I can find 
treasures virtually anywhere.

What’s next for you? I have a 
new, niche product line for the 
home that’s under wraps for  
now but slated to launch this  
year. Stay tuned! 

Whether you talk to Heather Ryan or visit 
her Scottsdale office and showroom, one 
thing immediately becomes clear: She’s  
a study in contradictions. For this, Ryan 
offers no apology. The principal of H. Ryan 
Studio has learned the value of following 
her instincts. This applies to her design 
work as well as to the way she curates  
her private collection of furnishings, 
accessories and artwork, which is 
available to clients on an appointment-
only basis and currently occupies close  
to 1,000 square feet of showroom  
space—although Ryan intends to expand  
over the next year. hryanstudio.com

RADAR / SCENE

The INSIDER
HEATHER RYAN 

WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH EXLINE

For Chad Campbell and Shawn Silberblatt, co-owners of 
midtown Phoenix’s For the People boutique, good design is 
about more than just form and function. It’s about engaging 
with and inspiring their community. “We try to showcase 
things people in Phoenix don’t normally see in a store,” 
Silberblatt explains. “Customers really do want to discover 
things and learn about them.” To that end, For the People  
is part store and part community forum. Visitors can browse 
a compelling collection of home goods, from Swiss pencils 
and Italian-designed monkey lamps to sculpture curated  
by the Al Beadle Estate and sustainably crafted furnishings 
by Gus. Every product, the duo explains, has to be beautiful,  
but it must also have a story. This mindset underscores  
For the People’s other purpose: engagement. In addition  
to housing Kream Coffee, where guests have hatched 
businesses like Shrubwell cocktail mixers (carried in the 
shop), and a fashion library, For the People routinely hosts 
events ranging from outdoor concerts and pop-up shops  
to architecture presentations. Notes Silberblatt, “The space 
takes on so many lives.” forthepeoplestore.com

TALKING SHOP 
FOR THE PEOPLE
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WHO: Phoenix stationer and former creative 
director Leigh Arthur, who left the world of 
editorial design to launch a line of custom 
and semi-custom letterpress stationery.

WHAT: Nine suites of semi-custom wedding 
designs redefine modern romance with a 
curated color palette, tailored design and 
elegant details like hand-lined envelopes, 
calligraphy and wax seals.  

WHY: Camellia & Co’s Instagram feed lets  
you escape to a world of luxurious details, 
measured hues and imagery designed to  
feed an artistic spirit. 

IN HER WORDS: “I take my Instagram feed 
nine squares at a time and with a side of 
Scotch. I hope to inspire followers with unique 
designs, unexpected color palettes and a 
little personality.”

Locals and out-of-towners have reason to celebrate this Labor Day 
weekend when the highly anticipated ARRIVE Phoenix officially opens. 
Set within two midcentury-modern towers at Camelback Road and 
Fourth Avenue, the boutique hotel marries the swagger of the 1960s 
and ’70s with the artisanal mindset of today’s style makers. Mark your 
arrival with a handcrafted paleta at check-in, then head to the Lylo Pool 
Bar where you can sip cocktails created by the same minds behind the 
iconic Bitter & Twisted Cocktail Parlour. A retro cocktail bar and roughly 
half of the guest rooms will open later this fall in an effort to support 
social-distancing measures. arrivehotels.com/phoenix 

CHECK IN 
ARRIVE PHOENIX

  POST
 MASTER
 @camelliaandco 

Proving that it is, in fact, better to be together, AK Studio recently moved 
from North Scottsdale to a sleek new showroom on the Phoenix campus 
of its sister company, The Construction Zone. The 1,500-square-foot 
showroom resides on the first floor and embraces the design-build 
company’s approach to intelligent ergonomic design. Five interior 
vignettes showcase a full working kitchen, pantry and storage solutions, 
kitchen-island concepts and a functioning powder room. The result is  
a holistic experience that transcends ordinary selections of colors and 
finishes. AK Studio plans to show off its new look in the coming months 
during a series of community events that benefit local groups including 
designers, architects and students. akstudioaz.com 

OPEN HOUSE
AK STUDIO  
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RADAR / SCENE

  shelf
 LIFE
THREE NEW BOOKS 
SHINE A LIGHT  
ON DESIGNERS  
WHOSE WORK IS  
THE DEFINITION  
OF STAR POWER.

▲ A Tale of Interiors 
Design partners Louisa Pierce and Emily Ward are firm believers 
in storytelling and “the art of more,” an approach to decorating 
that naturally leads to a visually indulgent book. Its pages show 
many of their A-List clients’ homes, of course—Josh Brolin’s love 
of wallpaper might surprise you—but interspersed are charming 
antique patterns and illustrations that give it the feel of a vintage 
scrapbook, perhaps one found at any of the estate sales they 
frequent. Also throughout are tips, advice and insights. It’s a 
celebration of organized abundance and personal style, with 
more than a dash of humor. rizzoliusa.com

▲ Golden Light: The Interior 
Design of Nickey Kehoe 
Todd Nickey and Amy Kehoe have 
had a devoted following since 
opening their Los Angeles studio and 
boutique in 2004. Their approach to 
design, which has attracted notable 
clients like Natalie Portman, is one 
of insatiable curiosity, and as they 

write in the foreword, “We are inspired by the everyday and the 
extraordinary…from minimal to maximal, quiet to baroque, but the real 
grandeur is in that ephemeral feeling that a space evokes.” The book 
tours homes they’ve created in Pasadena, Venice, Malibu and more, 
each displaying the firm’s “studied but unfussy” style. rizzoliusa.com

▲ Designing Hollywood Homes: Movie Houses 
“I think he sees things cinematically, which brings a sense of 
narrative and drama to his work,” writes Diane Keaton in her 
foreword to designer Stephen Shadley’s first comprehensive 
monograph. The longtime friends have collaborated on 
numerous houses, several of which appear in the book, which is 
an ode to Shadley’s talent for creating homes with unparalleled 
allure—a skill he honed as a scenic artist for 20th Century Fox. 
But it is the epilogue that truly delights: a look at Shadley’s 
home, Potic Castle in the Catskill Mountains, which he describes 
as “a veritable guidebook of my travels.” rizzoliusa.com


